Artifact formation during gas chromatographic-mass spectrometric analysis of a methylsulfinyl-containing metabolite.
During gas chromatographic-mass spectrometric analysis using a heated injector, 1-methylthio-4-methylsulfinyltetrachlorobenzene degraded to form tetrachlorothioanisole. Similar reductive defunctionalizations have been reported during in vivo metabolisms. Caution should be used to distinguish metabolites from artifacts which may be formed during the analysis of methylsulfoxides.